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AMFM Nursing and Rehabilitation Centers 

employ more than 1,700 West Virginians, pro-
vides care for more than 1,100 patients, and 
is the largest privately held-multi-facility nurs-
ing home company in West Virginia. 

Greg is frequently in Washington visiting my 
Congressional office advocating on behalf of 
West Virginia seniors. I always appreciate his 
ideas and insight into health care issues and 
I look forward to many more meetings in the 
future. With Greg Elliot’s leadership, AMFM 
has received countless awards such as the 
Silver Achievement in Quality Award from the 
American Healthcare Association. He also re-
ceived Administrator of the Year Award from 
West Virginia Health Care Association. The 
third-party research institute, My Inner View, 
has ranked AMFM facilities in the top 10 per-
cent in the nation 46 times for customer or 
employee satisfaction. 

Mr. Elliot is currently on the board for the 
Charleston Area Alliance & Chamber of Com-
merce, and is an At-Large Representative on 
the American Healthcare Association Board of 
Governors. 

Greg Elliot has been very involved in char-
ities throughout West Virginia. In fact, to date 
the AMFM Charitable Foundation has donated 
more than $500,000 for charitable organiza-
tions throughout West Virginia including food 
pantries, local volunteer fire departments, li-
braries and women’s shelters. 

Mr. Elliot founded The AMFM Grill Team, a 
group of employee volunteers that band to-
gether to provide great BBQ to the AMFM 
centers and surrounding communities. In 2016 
following the devastating flooding in our state, 
the team went to two flooded communities and 
prepared hundreds of meals for the affected 
residents. 

Greg Elliot resides in Charleston, WV with 
his wife Jennifer of 16 years, his 10-year-old 
daughter Elizabeth and their two dogs. Greg 
enjoys the outdoors, cooking out, and all 
things electronic, especially building robots 
with his daughter. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Greg Elliot for his years of dedication and care 
to our nation’s frail, elderly and disabled. His 
career and life accomplishments truly reflect 
the ideals embodied in the Joe Warner Patient 
Advocacy Award. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF 26TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT ATH-
LETIC TEAMS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize recent athletic victories within my 
district. I am proud to announce that the Col-
ony High School softball team claimed the title 
of state champions this spring. 

Coach Deana Coleman led the Colony Cou-
gars to their first appearance in the UIL Class 
5A state championship, and sophomore Karlie 
Charles was named the game’s most valuable 
player. Furthermore, five team members have 
joined the 5A 2017 All-Tournament Team. I 
would like to congratulate the Colony High 
School softball team on its successful 2017 
season, capped off by this well-deserved state 
championship. 

It is my honor to represent the Colony High 
School softball team in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. These dedicated student ath-
letes and their coaches have represented the 
26th District well, and our community looks 
forward to more successful seasons to come. 
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HONORING GARDEN CLUB OF 
LEXINGTON 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special organization, the Garden Club of 
Lexington as they celebrate their 100th anni-
versary. 

The Garden Club of Lexington was formed 
in 1917, and in 1924, they were invited to join 
the Garden Club of America. For their first 
large civic project, members planted trees 
along Richmond Road. This provided an at-
tractive and lasting entrance to the city of Lex-
ington. 

One of the major undertakings of the Gar-
den Club of Lexington was the establishment 
of public gardens at Ashland, the historic 
home of the renowned Henry Clay. Clay rep-
resented Kentucky in the United States Sen-
ate and in the House of Representatives, 
where he served three terms as Speaker. 
Club members over the years raised funds, 
designed, and established beautiful garden 
areas at Ashland, including the Saunder 
Peony Garden. The award winning gardens 
are enjoyed by countless citizens and visitors 
to Central Kentucky. 

The Garden Club of Lexington organizes 
many other civic projects designed to beautify 
Lexington and to provide the public with won-
derful opportunities to enjoy nature. As this 
outstanding organization celebrates its first 
100 years, I applaud them for past accom-
plishments and wish them a bright future. 

It is my honor to recognize the Garden Club 
of Lexington before the United States House 
of Representatives. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI NAVY PETTY 
OFFICER FIRST CLASS (PO1) 
STACY OREDIA JOHNSON 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Navy Petty Officer 
First Class (PO1) Stacy Oredia Johnson who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending our 
great nation on July 18, 2011, during Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. PO1 Johnson was 
killed in a motorcycle crash in Manama, Bah-
rain. PO1 Johnson was assigned to Naval Se-
curity Force Bahrain. 

According to the Associated Press, PO1 
Johnson, a 1993 Rolling Fork High School 
graduate, reported for recruit training in No-
vember 1993. He served on the amphibious 
ships USS Ogden and USS Peleliu as well as 
the carrier USS Nimitz. His duty stations in-
cluded being located in Texas and Hawaii, but 

he spent most of his time in service in San 
Diego, California. He reported to Naval Secu-
rity Force Bahrain in September 2010 after 
spending a year at Region Southwest Security 
Detachment, San Diego. 

While PO1 Johnson was stationed in San 
Diego, he met and married his wife, Randa. 
They had three children together, Dallas, 
Jordy, and Nashira. Randa recalled her hus-
band’s service in an online tribute. She said 
PO1 Johnson served his country for nearly 18 
years and he was fortunate to have traveled 
the world and connected with many people 
with whom he developed amazing friendships. 

PO1 Johnson is survived by his wife, Randa 
Johnson; children, Dallas Johnson, Jordy 
Johnson, Nashira Johnson, and stepson, 
Demonte Fagan. He was preceded in death 
by his father, Ernest Lee Johnson; and his 
mother, Lillie Mae Johnson. 

PO1 Johnson’s service to our nation will not 
be forgotten. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF 26TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT ATH-
LETIC TEAMS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize recent athletic victories within my 
district. I am proud to announce that the Keller 
High School softball team has claimed the title 
of state champions this spring. 

The Keller High School Indians softball 
team, coached by Bryan Poehler, this season 
earned its second consecutive UIL Class 6A 
state championship. Also of note, Keller’s sec-
ond baseman Camryn Woodall was named 
most valuable player of the championship 
game. This is the fourth title earned by the 
Keller Indians in school history. This team put 
forth great effort in securing the 6A division 
state title, persevering through two weather 
delays in their path to championship victory. 

It is my honor to represent the Keller High 
School softball team in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. These dedicated student ath-
letes and their coaches have represented the 
26th District well, and our community looks 
forward to more successful seasons to come. 
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HONORING THE EMPLOYEES OF 
AEROJET ORDNANCE TENNESSEE 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am honored to recognize Aerojet Ordnance 
Tennessee (AOT) and their 81 employees in 
Jonesborough, Tennessee, on the delivery of 
their seven millionth M67 Hand Grenade body 
assembly in May 2017. 

Awarded its first M67 Hand Grenade body 
assembly contract from the Joint Munitions 
Command at Rock Island Arsenal in 2001, 
when it became the sole supplier of the M67 
grenade body for the U.S. and Canadian gov-
ernments, AOT has been producing the M67 
at a high rate. Over the past 16 years, AOT 
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has been producing almost 500,000 grenade 
body assemblies annually on average to sup-
port our warfighters. 

On the occasion of this milestone, I am 
proud to recognize the dedicated, hardworking 
employees of AOT and their achievements so 
far. These Tennesseans are working hard to 
ensure our men and women in uniform have 
the resources they need to carry out their mis-
sions effectively, and they deserve our sincere 
appreciation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE FREEPORT 
BOYS TRACK AND FIELD TEAM 
FOR THEIR CLASS 2A STATE 
TITLE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Freeport High School Boys 
Track and Field team for earning the Class 2A 
Illinois State Championship. 

The Freeport Boys Track and Field team 
scored 37 points and defeated over seventy 
other teams to win the title. Their dedication 
and passion for their sport meant that they 
were determined to win gold. As a former ath-
lete, I understand the amount of hard work 
and commitment to be awarded such a title. 
The Freeport Track and Field team is an ex-
ample of the importance of dedication and a 
strong work ethic. I am proud there is such 
young talent in our community, and to see 
them represent Freeport throughout the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to again formally 
congratulate the Freeport Boys Track and 
Field team on their title, and I join the rest of 
the community in wishing them every success 
in the future. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF 26TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT ATH-
LETIC TEAMS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize recent athletic victories within my 
district. I am proud to announce that Krum 
High School Softball has claimed the title of 
state champions this spring. 

The Krum High School softball team made 
its first appearance in a state championship 
this season, led by Coach Bryan Chaney. The 
Krum High School softball team put forth a 
great effort throughout its 4A state title run. 
Junior pitcher and championship game MVP, 
Krum’s Tristan Bridges, led Krum’s softball 
team in a narrow victory. This display of suc-
cess has set a winning precedent for future 
teams in the 26th District of Texas. 

It is my honor to represent the Krum High 
School in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
These dedicated student athletes and their 
coaches have represented the 26th District 
well, and our community looks forward to 
more successful seasons to come. 

RUSSIAN HACKING AND THE NEED 
FOR TRANSPARENCY 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
governmental transparency is a cornerstone of 
our democracy, and the American people de-
serve nothing less than the full disclosure of 
the Trump campaign’s Russian contacts. It 
seems like every week, we find out more infor-
mation about meetings between Russian con-
tacts and individuals within President Trump’s 
inner circle. Advisors in President Trump’s 
White House have been forced to revise appli-
cations for security clearance because of re-
peated failures to report meetings with officials 
connected to the Kremlin. 

In addition, the Trump Administration’s re-
fusal to acknowledge the vast scope of Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 election is leav-
ing the United States vulnerable and exposed, 
opening the doors for future Russian attacks 
against our electoral system. The CIA, the 
FBI, the Director of National Intelligence, the 
NSA, and the other intelligence agencies in 
the intelligence community all agree that the 
Russians directed the hacking of the 2016 
election. It is time that the Trump Administra-
tion unequivocally denounces the Russian 
government’s meddling in our electoral proc-
ess. The longer they delay standing up to 
Putin, the longer our country remains suscep-
tible to further cyber-attacks. 

The integrity of our elections is at stake. It 
is time for the Administration to stop pre-
tending that the hacking did not happen, and 
start working to ensure that it does not happen 
again. Many Americans had to traverse a 
long, arduous path in their fight to secure the 
right to vote. I represent the 7th Congressional 
District of Alabama, the home to some of the 
greatest battlefields of the Civil Rights and 
Voting Rights Movement: Birmingham, Selma, 
and Montgomery. My constituents overcame 
insurmountable adversity in order to secure 
their right to vote. They shed blood and sac-
rificed their lives so that future generations 
would never be turned away from the ballot 
box or denied their sacred, constitutional right 
to vote. We are doing them a gross injustice 
if we do not take action against the Russian 
government’s blatant interference in our elec-
tion. 

The American people deserve to know the 
truth, and they deserve the assurance that 
their government is working on their behalf to 
remove barriers to the ballot box. We cannot 
afford to sacrifice the integrity of our elections, 
nor impugn the veracity of our intelligence 
community and our law enforcement agencies. 
I urge the Trump Administration to accept the 
facts in front of them so we can begin to move 
forward and ensure that no foreign entity ever 
has the ability to attack our democracy again. 

HONORING PATRICK DOWNTON, JR. 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Patrick Downton, 
Jr. Patrick is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Patrick has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Patrick has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Pat-
rick has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Patrick Downton, Jr., for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF THE 
FALLEN SOLDIER ARMY SER-
GEANT (SGT) TRAVIS S. COOPER 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
soldier Army Sergeant (SGT) Travis S. Cooper 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending 
our nation on July 16, 2005, during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. SGT Cooper was killed when 
an improvised explosive device hit his convoy 
in Baghdad. 

SGT Cooper was assigned to the 2nd Bat-
talion, 114th Field Artillery Regiment, 155th 
Brigade Combat Team headquartered in 
Starkville, Mississippi. 

SGT Cooper, a Macon, Mississippi native, 
was 24 years old at the time of death. He at-
tended Noxubee High School in Macon, Mis-
sissippi. According to his brother, Antwan 
Cooper, he left school a year early and took 
his General Educational Development (GED) 
test. In September 2000, he joined the Na-
tional Guard. 

According to the Associated Press, Gov-
ernor Haley Barbour said, ‘‘Our hearts and 
prayers go out to the Cooper family and 
friends. Marsha and I honor this brave man’s 
service, and we deeply regret this incident.’’ 

SGT Cooper was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, Purple Heart, Mississippi Medal of 
Valor, Army Commendation Medal, Army 
Achievement Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters), 
Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Ex-
peditionary Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, and 
the Combat Action Badge. 

SGT Cooper’s funeral was held at Miller’s 
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church. He was 
buried at Oddfellows Cemetery in Macon, Mis-
sissippi. 

SGT Cooper’s service and sacrifice will al-
ways be remembered. 
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